CHELSEA Reform Democratic Club
newsletter

February 2011

Serving the neighborhoods of Chelsea, Madison Square, Flatiron, Rosehill

Serving on Governor Cuomo’s
Medicaid Redesign Team

Donathan Salkaln, Editor
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avoided the recent Tucson shootings of Gabriela Giffords and
the others. Sarah Palin placed cross hairs over Gifford’s (and
other Democrats’) district map in political advertisements,
a clear threat to Gifford’s personal safety. Common
Remember Janis Joplin’s “Me & Bobby McGee?”
decency should have prevented that extreme use of free
One of the lines is: “Freedom is just another word for
speech.
nothing else to lose.” No one who lives in a society
And while we’re discussing freedom, let’s include a
as complex as ours, can live without rules. We all
woman’ freedom to choose. Planned Parenthood, a more
have responsibilities to each other in greater or lesser
than 90 year old national organization helping women
degree. Unfortunately, Republicans and their rightmake choices for themselves about their reproductive
wing sympathizers seem to interpret freedom as doing
by Maarten
life, came under attack for what they have been doing
de Kadt,
whatever they want to do including riling up large
since their inception: provide pregnant women with
Vice President, accurate information about the choices they have. Planned
numbers of people on false information.
CRDC
The First Amendment of the U. S. Constitution
Parenthood exercises its right of free speech, while an
protects free speech. We are fortunate to be able to express
anti-choice group distorts their information through the use
our opinions no matter whether what we say is accurate or
of edited and distorted videos (really not that different from
not. But free speech is appropriately limited. The most famous
the Shirley Sherrod July 2010 video attempting to depict her
example is that it is not okay to yell “fire” in a crowded theater
remarks as racist -- a video that led to her resignation from the
because the resulting stampede would
United States Department of Agriculture).
put many people’s lives in danger. The
That distortion is another twisting of the
It is not appropriate to issue
Second Amendment to the Constit- death threats or provoke others to issue First Amendment. We need to worry. The
ution protects the right to bear arms.
First Amendment should not be twisted.
death threats at a person holding a
In comparison to the First Amendment
The definition of freedom must not
different political position as has
restrictions, it is not a stretch to impose
be permitted to continue to simply mean
happened in Piven’s case
various forms of gun control (which is
support of the rich by whatever means. If
not the same thing as banning guns)
the Republicans promote their so called
without violating the Second Amendment. Owners of weapons
“take back our freedom” positions with showmanship and
should be scrutinized and licensed. Scrutiny of potential gun
inaccurate information, we must counter it with the careful
owners is an appropriate conditioning of the Second Amendmen
formulation of our own policies. We need to carefully research
as it would afford public protection and thus is similar to the
and then speak truth to power.
constriction on the First Amendment.
In recent months there has been a concerted attack on
the philosophy of and the person of Frances Fox Piven, the
Columbia University professor long noted for her advocacy on
behalf of the poor and her energetic activity to get out the vote.
It is important to aid the poor in our society and there should
As reported in a recent Time Magazine cover
be a significant redistribution of funds, for example, through
story, “The Truth About Tiger Moms” (January
additional taxation of the rich in order to protect and aid the
31st), the rest of the world is saying we coddle
poor. Poverty, after all, exists in the context of our society. It
our children too much. Video games and TV
is usually not earned; it is most often inherited. But I concede
instead of reading, writing, and arithmetic. They
that the First Amendment affords the right to Republicans (or
say all this, as their own children swim the ‘Brainanyone) to argue that redistribution of funds should not happen.
by
Donathan
Pool’ past our own children like ours are doing
Freedom of speech gives them the right to make that argument
Salkaln,
the dogie-paddle. Bloomberg News recently
even if they are wrong.
Executive
reported that the US ranks 27th out of 29 wealthy
It is not appropriate nor is it protected, however, to issue
Committee
death threats or provoke others to issue death threats at a person Member, CRDC countries in sending kids to college to get degrees
in math and science. Most disturbing of all: this
holding a different political position as has happened in Piven’s
year, China will eclipse the United States in the number of new
case. In addition it is not appropriate to provoke the use of
patents. Patents are the high water mark of industrial progress.
weapons, whether legally or illegally held, against individuals
That high water mark is moving east, to Asia.
expressing political positions. Appropriate gun control as an
Our parents need to start displaying more of the same ‘Tough
explicit restriction on the Second Amendment would have
Love’
perseverance that produced so many of our countries
rendered the threats on Piven’s life less scary and might have
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CHELSEA AREA SCHOOLS VISITED
As a follow-up to the concerns of the parents
at CRDC’s showing of the controversial movie
‘The Lottery,’ we conducted a study of Chelsea
Area schools. Using data provided by NYC’s
Department of Education, above are math
and english results of 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades
charting those testing below proficiency at
grade level.
We found that Chelsea had remarkable

results. P.S. 11, who’s student body reflects the
neighborhood’s steady gentrification, produced
results far more successful than the city’s
average. And P.S. 33, with a minority makeup of 90%, posted heroic numbers. Might
P.S. 33’s success be due to the fact that they
have a higher percentage of seasoned teachers
with Master Degrees than other area schools?
— Donathan Salkaln

athletic champions: Richard Williams, drilling
the strokes of tennis with his daughters, Venus
and Serena, till the sun went down. Earl Wood’s
training Tiger, in the game of golf, soon after
his son’s birth. We need the parents to learn
how to drill children in cerebral skills too!

his mother, Nancy and his father, Thomas, and
a couple of books. They taught him well. No
TV. No Sponge Bob. And yet, Abe grew up
to rewrite history. Parents need to display that
same supervision in preparing our children for
a challenging future.
A big speed bump is the media. We don’t
hear about twitters from a surgeon who just
performed a successful quadruple bypass with
a heart transplant. Rather, we hear of a snow
boarder that just did the first-ever ‘triple cork’ at
the X games, or celeb’s x-rated ménage à trois.
But true change toward intellectual
improvement begins at home, be it a one room
log cabin of yesteryear’s frontier, or today’s
urban studio apartment walk-up.

Parents need to display more of
the same ‘Tough Love’ perseverance that
it took to produce so many of our
countries athletic champions
Parents also need to get physically closer.
One of the greatest thinkers was Abraham
Lincoln. He grew up with the ultimate
supervision —a single-room log cabin with

Please Note: All test scores
are skewered in 2010 due to
New York State raising the
new cutoff for passing. All
data supplied by D.O.E.
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Please pay your 2011 dues so you can vote for our 2011
officers and Members-At-Large. Please fill out the coupon
below and mail to our postal box, or you may renew by
going to our website, www.crdcnyc.org.
Name(s):_______________________________________
Address:_ ______________________________________
Phone (Day):____________________________________
(Evening):______________________________________
Email:_________________________________________
___ $30 Individual
___ $45 H’Hold
___ $100 Patrons
___ $15 Ltd. Income ___ $20 H’Hold Limited Income
Make checks payable to CRDC and mail to:
PO Box 1120, Old Chelsea Station
New York City, NY 10113-1120
Questions? Call 212-924-5433, email us at
info@crdcnyc.org, or visit our website at www.crdcnyc.org

